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Foreword

Very early in the ministry the lord gave me a deep interest in the study
of prophecy. In the pursuit of an education in college and seminary, that
interest intensified to include not only prophecy but also eschatology and
where the book of Daniel and Revelasion fit into the scheme of things. As
my studies in these were continued, my interests expanded to the study of
Angelology and numerology.

After almost fifty years of study and reading over 250 volumes by
many authors who approached the subjects from every conceivable theo-
logical viewpoint, 1 have come to a position on these subjects that is rich
and meaningful to me.

Out of that background, it is a pleasure for me to share my heart in
this little commentary on the book of the Revelation from the pen of a
Premillenialist.

Included in this volume is a short study of Numerology and afew
notes on Angelology. May the Lord use it to inform, inspire and 1o cause
us once again to ““ look for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

William “Bill”’ Oakley
June 2009

This book is dedicated to
Pattye Norman Oakley

My precious, devoted wife, lover, encourager, and best friend. Thank
you for nearly sixty years of wonderful married life. Thank you for being
my prayer parwer.

And to

The memory of my dedicated father and mother, Dr. & Mrs. Willie B.

Oakley, who are now with our dear Lord in Heaven.

And to
Our wonderful and Loving Children who have been loving, supportive
and encourging through the years: Libby and K.S. George, Dianna and
Clark Seymour, Joe and Deborah Oakley, Paul Oakley, and Michelle
McAdams. We also dedicate this book to our five grandchildren and six
great-grandchildren.



The Meaning of
Numbers

NUMBER 1

One is the symbol of unity and independent existence. One - unique,
separate, set apart, alone. One is for God in the most hidden absolute-
ness of His being. It speaks of primacy, sufficiency, omnipotence. It
speaks of harmony in all parts and attributes. It speaks of individuality
and personality (Deut. 6:4; Zech. 14:9; Mark 12:32; Eph 4:4-6).

One - The personality and sovereignty and uniqueness, separateness and
holiness of God.

NUMBER 2

Two means addition, an increase. So it pertains to help, to confirmation
and to fellowship. Ecc. 4:9-12 - Confirmation and help. So in the Bible,
2 stands for testimony for confirmation.

Ilustration of the use of 2 for testimony: When at a business meeting a
man stands up and makes a motion and someone else stands up and says,
“I second the motion,” what is he doing? I second the motion. 1 am con-
firming his testimony. Two (2) is for confirmation and witness. There
are 2 testaments, the old and new, by which God witnesses to man. The
second person of the Trinity is Jesus, Rev. 1:5. Rev. 3:14, true witness.
The second man, Jesus unites the 2 natures, divine and human, in His
own person and He witnesses to us of men and of God. (Jobn 8:17,
Mark 6:7 - they might confirm each other in their witness and testimo-
ny to Christ (Luke 24:4; Acts 1:10).

NUMBER 3

Three is. the number for divinity. Three is the Trinity of God (Matt.
28:19). Three is the symbol of divine, a complete, ordered whole. Three
in one are these beginning, middle, end; heaven, earth, sea; father, moth-
er, child; morning, noon, night; right, middle, left; knowledge, action,
experience; body, soul, spirit; length, breadth, height.



An Exegesis of the Revelation

Heb. 13:8, Gen. 18:1-2. Is not that significant? 3! Num. 6:24-26 - A
threefold benediction; a threefold is seen in the ‘words sung by the
seraphim in Isa. 6:3. Three times daily prayer (Psa. 55:17; Dan. 6:10).

Ex. 29:20 - Consecration of Priest and Lev. 14:14 - Cleansing of the
leper, the blood is placed (the blood of sacrifice, consecration and
cleansing) upon the tip of his right ear, upon his right thumb and upon
the great toe of his right foot. The whole man belongs to God.

Relasionship to deity:
Matt. 4:3 3 temptations
Matt. 16:21 Christ arose on the 3rd day
Matt. 26:34 Peter denied Christ 3 times
Matt. 26:44 - 3 prayers in Gethsemane
NUMBER 4

Four is the number of the world of God’s creation. Four seasons, 4
directions, 4 phases of the moon, 4 elements, (earth, air, fire and water),
God’s world, God’s creation, God’s universe.

Gen. 2:10 - River of Eden has 4 heads, divides into 4 parts, refers
to God’s sustaining care for His world.

Matt. 13:19-23 - 4 kinds of soil, 4 kinds of hearers.

Jer. 49:36 and Ezek. 37:9 - 4 winds, Rev. 7:1.

Four is the first number that can be divided by 2, a symbol of the weak-
ness of the creature in contrast with the creator. It is a symbol of us in
this world. Itis a symbol of failure and of trial. The book of Numbers
is the fourth book in the Bible and is a type of our pathway and trial in
the wildemess of this world. This extends to the multiple of 4. 4 x 10
= 40 (40 refers to a time of trial and testing in the earth). In the days of
Noabh, it rained 40 days and 40 nights.

In Moses’ day, he was on Mt. Sinai 40 days. In the days of Jesus, He
was driven into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil 40 days - trial
and temptation. We are tempted 3 ways - body, soul, spirit (Matt. 4:3-
8).

NUMBERS S AND 10
They are together because they are of the same thing. Ten is integral in
thinking of human life. The tithe is a tenth. All that we have is con-
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An Exegesis of the Revelation

ceived of as being divided into 10 parts, of which one part belongs to
God as a token of God’s sovereignty. Ex. 29:20; Lev. 14:14 each con-
nected with 5 which was mentioned earlier in number 3.

There are 5 senses by which we are in contact with the world. These are:
5 fingers on the hand by which a man executed his choice. There are 5
toes on his foot by which man walks. The basis of the decimal system
originated in counting with the fingers. The full rounded man was the
man who had all of his fingers and toes.

Five doubled to 10 came to stand for human completeness. The whole
duty of man is summed up in 10 commandments. Rev. 13:1- The 10
horns stands for complete power in human government. Dan. 2:41-42 -
Ten stands for worldly, human completion. Matt. 25:1-13 - The 10 vir-
gins represents the churches in their entirety, in their mixed and slum-
bering and earthly condition, some of them dead and sound asleep; some
of them alive and vibrant and quickened. Luke 19:13 - The 10 pounds
entrusted to 10 servants. The whole responsibility and sovereignty of
God placed in our hands. Luke 15:8 - Ten pieces of silver representing
all of the devotion of his life.

The multiples of 10 intensify the meaning of the basis number. Rev.
9:16 - An immense army; Rev. 2:10 also has meaning of being intense,
fierce and intense tribulation; Ex. 7:12 - 10 plagues, terrific in the
extreme.

Five also shows God acting in grace (Phil. 2:7, 8).

NUMBER 6

Seven is the sacred number. Six falls short of it. It represents failure. It
is the number of man. He was created on the sixth day. His workday
week is 6 days. Hebrew slaves served 6 years. The darkness of the cross
began at the sixth hour. Jesus was crucified on the sixth day of the week.
It is the worst of all numbers. 1 Sam 17:4; Rev. 13:18; 666. Six units, 6
tens, 6 hundreds. Three sixes, three successively higher powers in the
decimal scale. That is evil in its fullest activity. 1 Sam 17:4 - Goliath, 6
cubits and a span. Dan. 3:1 - Golden image, 60 cubits high and 6 cubits
broad. Ezek. 39:1-2, all but 1/6 was destroyed. The number of a man
vainly and impiously aspiring to be God; the deification of man; the
dethroning of the Son of God. The antichrist whose number is 666 is a
leader where labor is without prayer, where culture is without scripture,
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where songs are without Psalms, where rules are without reverence. His
is a world without God. Six means failure - shortcoming.

NUMBER 7

Seven is the sacred number and symbolizes the fullhess and perfection
of God’s-Word. The perfect world number is 4 — it represents the
world. The perfect divine number is 3. Together they make the holy and
sacred number 7. Seven is the earth crowned with heaven, the union of
earth and heaven.

The seventh day was hallowed by the Lord after the works of creation,
after the creative work of God. It speaks of fullness, of complegness, of
accomplishment and of rest.

It is used at least 600 times. ‘It means perfection, completeness, fullness
and plenitude.

Rev. 1:4 - Of all churches
Rev. 5:6 - 7 horns - fullness and plenitude of power
7 eyes - He is omniscient. Christ is seen as all-powerful, all wise.

Uses of the 7. Ritual, Historical and Literary.

Ritual Use:
Gen. 2:1-3 - Sabbath
Ex. 22:30 - 7 days old
Ex. 34:18 - 7 days
Lev. 16:14, 19 - 7-fold sprinkling of blood
Num. 8:2; Zech. 4:2 - Lampstand, 7 branches, 7 lights
IT Kings 5:10 - Naaman dipped 7 times

Historical Use:
Gen. 7:4, 10 - 7 days of grace
Gen. 8:4 - Ark rested on the 7th month
Gen. 41:53-54 - 7 years of plenty and 7 years of famine
Josh. 6:8-16 - 7 priests marched around Jericho 7 days blowing
7 trumpets and on the 7th day they marched 7 times. .

[ Sam. 16:10 - Jesse’s 7 sons
Solomon took 7 years to build the temple

- In Matt., Luke and John - 7 words from the cross
Matt. 15:34-37 - 7 loaves; 7 baskets of fragments
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Mark 10:9 - 7 devils cast out
Acts 6:3 - 7 deacons chosen

Literary Use:

Psa. 12:6 - Completely purified

Matt. 12:45 - 7 evil spirits

Luke 17:4 - Three things here: 7-fold sin, 7-fold repentance and
7- fold forgiveness

Matt. 6:9-13 - 7-fold petition, 7 petition in Model Prayer

Matt. 13 - 7 parables of kingdom - a complete view, a whole
view of the kingdom of heaven

Matt. 23:13-29 - 7 woes pronounced, wholly condemned

Multiples and division of 7

2x 7 =14, Ex. 12:6, 18 - Passover 14th of nisan.

Num. 29:13, 19 - 14 lambs offered on each of the 7 days of the
Feast of Tabernacles.

Matt. 1:17 from Abraham to Christ in the genealogy of the first
chapter of Matthew there are 3 groups of 14 in each.

7 x 7 =49. Lev. 23:15 after 49 days from the Passover was
Pentecost. 7 weeks.

Lev. 25:8 - Jubilee is after 7 times 7 years (after 49 years) the
50th year was Jubilee.

7 x 10 =70. Strong expression for multitude.

Ex. 1:5 - 70 members of Jacob’s household.

Ex. 24:1, 9 - 70 elders of Israel.

70 members of Sanhedrin.

70 disciples sent to preach the gospel.

Gen. 50:3 - 70 days of mourning for Jacob.

Isa. 23:15, Dan. 9:2, Zech. 1:12 - 70 years of captivity.

Dan. 9:24 - 70 weeks of Daniel.

Psa. 90:10 - 70 years human life span.

Matt. 18:22 - 70 x 7 unlimited Christian forgiveness.

In Daniel and the Revelation we see the division of 7 again and
again.

Cut in half (3 1/2) - the incomplete, the imperfect.

It is found in 4 different terms: 3 1/2 years, 42 months, 1260
days or time, times and half a time.

Luke 4:25 - 3 years 6 months (James 5:17).

Dan. 7:25 - Time times half a time 3 and 1/2.
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Dan. 9:27 - One week 7 - Midst of week 3 1/2 days.
Dan. 12:7 - Time times half a time.

Rev. 11:3 - 3 1/2 years. Rev. 12:6 - 3 1/2 years.
Rev 12:14 - Time times half a time.

Rev. 13:5 - 42 months or 3 1/2 years

Rev. 11:9 - 3 1/2 days. Rev 11:11 - 3 1/2 days.

NUMBER 8

Eight is the member of the new order, the number of the new departure.
A new beginning. There are 7 notes in the musical scale. The eighth
note is?but the octave, the beginning of the series in a higher key.

It speaks of the new covenant, a new creation. Col. 2:11; Deut. 30:6 -
Circumcision of heart; I Cor'5:17; Eph. 2:10 (Lev. 23:11 - 8th day.
I Cor. 15:23). The sheaf of the first fruit is a type of the resurrection of
our Lord. On the 8th day, on the morrow after the Sabbath, on the first
day of the new week our Lord arose. It is 2 new day. It is a new
covenant. Itisa new gospel. Itis a new creation. Itis a new departure.

NUMBER 9

Nine speaks of DIVINE COMPLETENESS FROM THE LORD.
Significantly, it is three times three. Nine is the number for the Fruit of
the Spirit. -Nine comes after eight which represenss the New Birth. The
Fruit of the Spirit follows New Birth. In I Cor. 12:8-10 Paul mentions
nine gifts of the Spirit.

In Matt. 5:3-12 there are nine Beatitudes which our Lord spoke in His
Sermon on the Mount. These reveal what God wants us to be in the
Divine Completeness of the Kingdom of Heaven.

It was the ninth hour that Jesus died on the cross, thus compleung God’s
plan of salvation.

In God’s direction to Israel concerning the Sabbath year (Lev. 25:2-4),
they were told to make plans for their food (Lev. 25:20-22). This shows
that in the Sixth, Seventh and Eighth years, they ate of what was plant-
ed the sixth year. In the eighth year they sowed again, and in the ninth
year they began to eat of the fruit of what was sown in the eighth year.
This represents the Fruit of the Spirit, represented by number nine,
which follows the New Birth, represented by number 8.
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NUMBER 10

Ten means TESTIMONY AND RESPONSIBILITY. Man has ten dig-
its on his hands and feet. There were ten Patriarches before the flood
(Gen. 5). God gave ten commandments to man for him to bear testimo-
ny before God and man. There were ten plagues upon Egypt and
Pharaoh during the days of Moses.

Ten powers become powerless against the love of God (Rom. 8:38).

Ten vices which exclude from the Kingdom of God are listed in 1 Cor.
6:9-10.

The tithe is a tenth of our earnings belonging to the Lord. The tithe is
our testimony of faith unto the Lord.

Ten Psalms begin with Hallelujah (Psa. 106, 111, 112, 113, 135, 146,
147, 148, 149, 150). Here the Psalmist is giving his testimony of Praise
unto the Lord.

NUMBER 11

Eleven speaks of DISORDER AND JUDGMENT. Eleven follows ten.
Ten represents the law and responsibility. A broken law and responsibil-
ity always brings judgment and disorder.

There are eleven judgments upon the Egyptians:

1. Blood (Ex. 7:19-21) 7. Hail (9:22-25)

2. Frogs (8:1-7) 8. Locust (10:12-15)

3. Lice (8:16-17 9. Darkness (10:21-23)
4, Flies (8:21-24) 10. First-born (12:29-30)
5. Murrain (9:1-7) 11. Overthrow at Red Sea
6. Boils (9:8-11) (14:24-28)

Noah pronounced judgment upon Canaan, a son of Ham, because Ham
saw his father’s nakedness when he was uncovered in his tent (Gen.
9:20-25). In Gen. 10:15-18, it says that Canaan had eleven sons.

In Jer. 52:1 it is said that Zedekiah reigned eleven years in Jerusalem.
He was a wicked king (v. 2). In verse 5, Jerusalem was besieged by the
king of Babylon and judgment was given unto him (v. 7-9).
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The eleven days journey across the wilderness brought the children of
Israel to a place of judgment (Deut. 1:2), and they wandered in the
wildemess for forty years.

There were eleven things John saw in connection with the Great White
Throne of Judgment:

A great white throne.

Him that sat upon the throne.

The dead, small and great, stand before God.

The Books were opened.

Another book was opened - the book of life.

The dead were judged out of the things written in the books.
The sea gave up its dead.

Death and hell delivered up their dead.

They were judged every man according to his works.

He saw death and hell being cast into the lake of fire.

Those cast into the lake of fire whose names were not written in
the book of life (Rev. 20:11-15).

== \O000JANAWUPHWN—
.~.°- . - . ) B - . -

NUMBER 12
Twelve means GOVERNMENTAL PERFECTION. This number is
used as a signature of Israel.

Twelve is the number of Government by divine appointment (Matt.
19:28).

Gen. 17:20 states that Ishmael begat twelve princes.

Numbers 1:5-16 says twelve were named over the twelve tribes of Israel.
I Kings 4.7 says Solomon had twelve officers (princes) over all Israel.
There were twelve tribes of Israel to make up the nation.

Twelve spies were sent out by Moses to spy out the land of Canaan.

Elijah built an altar of twelve stones, and fire from heaven came down
and consumed the offering (I Kings 17:30-40).

Jesus chose twelve disciples to follow him.
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An Exegesis of the Revelation

Twelve comes after eleven. The reign of Christ and His saints will fol-
low the judgment (11) of the false woman (Rev. 17:1 and 19:2) and the
judgment (11) of the beast and his associates (Rev. 19:11-21). The
account of this reign is found in Rev. 20:1-6. This account follows
immediately after the prophecy of the destruction of the beast, his
armies, and the kings of the earth, as found in Rev. 19:11-21. Let the
opponents of Premillennialism take the numbers and prove their point!

NUMBER 13

Thirteen speaks of DEPRAVITY AND REBELLION. Jesus mentions
thirteen things when He gave a picture of the Rebellion and Depraved
heart of man (Mark 7:21-22).

The word Dragon, which is a symbol of the devil (Rev. 12:9), is found
thirteen times in the Book of Revelation. The devil is behind all
Rebellion.

See Gen. 14:4.

In Esther 3:8-13, Haman, the enemy of the Jews, had a decree signed on
the thirteenth day of the first month to have all the Jews put to death on
the thirteenth day of the twelfth month.

See Num. 17:10.

Examine Num. 3:39-51 and you will find that the Lord took the Levites
in exchange for the firstborn. The exchange was made person for per-
son until the number of the Levites was exhausted. Then there remained
273 of the firstborn who had to be redeemed with five shekels per per-
son. Divide 273 by 13, the number of Depravity and the result is 21.
The number 21 stands for the exceeding sinfulness of sin. There are
exactly 21 sins recorded against Israel from Egypt to Jordan:

1. Ex. 14:10-21 8. Lev. 10:1-2 15. Num. 15:32-36
2. Ex. 15:23-24 9. Lev. 24:10-14 16. Num. 16:1-35
3. Ex. 16:1-3 10. Num. 11:1-3 17. Num. 16:41-50

4. Ex. 16:19-20  11. Num. 11:10-35 18. Num. 20:1- 6
5. Ex. 16:27-28 12. Num. 12:1-15 19. Num. 20:8-12
6. Ex. 7:1-4 13. Num. 14:7-11 20. Num. 21:4-9
7. Ex. 32:1-9 14. Num. 14:40-45 21. Num. 25:1-9
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The thirteenth sin in the above list is where Israel rebelled and refused
to go up and possess the land (Num. 14:6-9).

NUMBER 14
Fourteen speaks of DELIVERANCE OR SALVATION. It was the four-
teenth day of the month when the children of Israel were delivered from

Egyptian bondage.

The number fourteen is found three times over connected with Christ’s
coming into the world, and He came to save or deliver His people from
their sins (Matt. 1:17).

Fourteen and three are often found together. Fourteen is deliverance and
three is for resurrection: Israel was delivered from the plagues of Egypt
on the fourteenth day. Three days later they passed through the Red Sea,
which is a figure of Resurrection.

On his voyage to Rome, Paul and his company were caught in a violent
storm (Acts 27:14-44). God sent His angel and told Paul all would
escape alive-(v. 22-25). There were 276 on board the ship (v. 37). In
Rom. 1:29-32 we see 23 things mentioned that show the number of
death. Twelve (Divine authority) goes into 276 exactly 23 times. They
were saved from death in the storm on the fourteenth day (vs. 33-44).

NUMBER 15
Fifteen means REST. Lev. 23:6-7; Lev. 23:34-35; Esther 9:20-22.

The fifteenth time the name Naomi is found is where she said the words
of Ruth 3:1.

NUMBER 16

Sixteen means LOVE. There are sixteea times in the Bible we find
Jehovah titles (see I John 4:16). “God is love.” Sixteen times the word
“Jehovah” is combined with other words to make “Jehovah Titles.”

Jehovah - Elohim = “The Eternal One or Creator” (Gen. 2:4-25).
Adonai - Jehovah = “The Lord our Sovereign (Gen. '15:2, 8).
Jehovah - Jireh = “The Lord will provide” (Gen. 22:8-14).
Jehovah - Nissi = “The Lord our banner” (Ex. 17:15).

Jehovah - Ropheka = “The Lord our healer” (Ex. 15:26)
Jehovah - Shalom = “The Lord our peace” (Judg. 6:24).

AR -



An Exegesis of the Revelation

7. Jehovah - Tsidkeenu = “The Lord our righteousness” (Jer. 23:6).
8. Jehovah - Mekaddishem = “The Lord our sanctifier” (Ex. 31:13).
9. Jehovah - Sabaoth = “The Lord of Hosts” (I Sam. 1:3 - used 281
times).
10. Jehovah - Shammah = “The Lord is present” (Ezek. 48:35).
11.  Jehovah - Elyon = “The Lord most high” (Psa. 7:17).
12.  Jehovah - Rohi = “The Lord my shepherd” (Psa. 23:1).
13. Jehovah - Hoseenu = “The Lord our Maker” (Psa. 95:6).
14. Jehovah - Eloheenu = “The Lord our God” (Psa. 99:5, 8, 9).
15: Jehovah - Elohekna = “The Lord thy God” (Ex. 20: 2, 5, 7).
16. Jehovah - Elohoy = “The Lord my God” (Zech. 14:5).
In 1 Cor. 13:4-8 there are sixteen things said about love.
The sixteenth time Paul’s name occurs is where he is called ‘beloved”
(Acts 15:25).

NUMBER 17

Seventeen speaks of VICTORY. This number is usually compounded in
Scripture of the numbers SEVEN and TEN. Seven signifies complete-
ness and ten signifies testimony, so the two combined have the deeper
significance of “Testimony of Completeness” or Victory.

In Genesis Chapter 5, we have the seemingly dry details of the patriarch-
es ages. Methuselah lived 969 years. This age is divisible by seventeen.
When he was 187 years of age, he begat Jamech which divides by sev-
enteen. ‘“Methuselah” means “when he is dead it shall be sent.”
Methusaleh died just before the flood. Jamech’s age after Noah’s birth
(595) can be divided by seventeen. So God, in the ages of these two men
- one Methuselah, whose death signaled the judgment to come (the
flood) - and the other, Jamech, of whom Noah was born, the godly man,
to be preserved through the flood marked the significant number seven-
teen - VICTORY.

The day the Ark floated safely on the rising waters was the “seventeenth
day” (Gen. 7:11) - and the day it came to rest on “Mount Ararat” was the
“seventeenth day” of the seventh month (Gen. 8:4).

Jesus was crucified on the occasion of the Passover which was on the
“fourteenth day of the month” (Lev. 23:5). He was resurrected three
days later - making “seventeenth day of the month” when He arose
VICTORIOUS over sin and the grave.
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NUMBER 18

Eighteen means BONDAGE (Luke 13:16, Luke 13:4-5, Judges 3:14,
Judg. 10:7_8). In the Old Testament there are 18 places where
“bondage” is spoken about.

1. Gen. 15:13-14 7. Ex. 6:9 13. Deut. 8:14
2. Ex. 1:14 8. Ex. 13:3 14. Deut. 13:5
3. Ex. 2:23a 9. Ex. 13:14 15. Deut. 13:10
4. Ex. 2:23b 10. Ex. 20:2 16. Deut. 26:6
5. Ex. 6:5 11. Deut. 5:6 17. Josh. 24:17
6. Ex. 6:6 12. Deut. 6:12 18. Judg. 6:8

The eighteenth time the word “Bondage” is found in the above list is
Judg. 6:8. At the time the prophet spoke these words the Israelites were
in Bondage to the Midianites. The eighteenth time Israel’s bondage is
referred to, completes the full number of times: their bondage is men-
tioned. Now read Judg. 6:1. Since seven stands for completeness, then
the time Israel was in bondage to Midian seven years completed the
eighteen times their Egyptian bondage is mentioned. This last reference
completed the number (eighteen) that stands for bondage.

NUMBER 19

Nineteen means FAITH. There are nineteen different persons referred
to in Heb. 11:1-32. While the name of Joshua is not mentioned in verse
30, yet Joshua was the leader of Israel at the overthrow of Jericho.

1. We - Heb. 11:1 11. Joshua - v. 30

2. Abel -v. 4 12. Rahab - v. 31
3.Enoch-v.5 13. Gideon - v. 32
4.Noah -v.7 14. Barak - v. 32

5. Abraham - v. 8-10, 17-19 15. Samson - v. 32

6. Sarah - v. 11 16. Jephthae - v. 32

7. Isaac - v. 20 17. David - v. 32
8.Jacob - v. 21 18. Samuel - v. 32

9. Joseph - v 22 19. The Prophets - v. 32

10. Moses - v. 23, 29

12
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Now look at the arrangement of these numbers:

Moses - Number 10 (represents law)

Abel - Number 2 (represents division)
Enoch - Number 3 (represents resurrection)
Noah - Number 4 (represents world)
Abraham - Number S (represents grace)
David - Number 17 (represents victory)

In Paul’s discussion of justification by faith in Rom. 3:21 - 5:2, he used
the word “faith” nineteen times.

Eph. 2:8 - “For by grace (5) are ye saved (14) through faith (19)”.

NUMBER 20

Twenty speaks of REDEMPTION. The males of the children of Israel
had to offer a ransom for their souls at age twenty. The money that was
given for their ransom was silver money. Silver is a symbol for redemp-
tion.

There were twenty boards on each side of the Tabernacle north and south
(Ex. 26:18-19). The silver sockets were also mentioned in connection
with each side. This represents a twofold redemption—a redemption for
the body and a redemption for the soul.

In Ruth 4:1-10 there is the record of Boaz, the “kinsman redeemer”
redeeming the property that was Elimalech’s and Naomi’s and purchas-
ing Ruth to be his wife. The name Boaz occurs twenty times in the book
of Ruth.

Jacob labored in the household of Laban for twenty years in order to
redeem Rachel (Gen. 31:38-41).

NUMBER 21

Twenty-one speaks of EXCEEDING SINFULNESS OF SIN. The his-
tory of Israel’s wilderness journey discloses that twenty-one sins were
recorded against her from Egypt to Jordan.

In II Tim 3:2-5, Paul lists twenty-one things which men would do in the
last days.
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In Matt. 23, we have recorded twenty-one characteristics of a hypocrite:

1. Demand respect as teachers (v. 2)

2.  Teach, but do not practice (v. 3)

3. Demand service, not give it (v. 4)

4.  Seek praise of men (v. 5)

5.  Parade their religion (v. 5)

6.  Seek chief banquet places (v. 6)

7.  Seek chief places in church (v. 6)

8.  Glory in personal attention (v. 7)

9.  Glory in titles (v. 7)

10. Rob men of truth and life (v. 13)

11. Reject truth and life (v. 13)

12. Take advantage of widows (v. 14)

13. Exhibit long prayers (v. 14)

14. Are zealous to win men to their sect, but not to God (v. 13)

15. Root and ground converts in hypocrisy, not in God (v. 15)

16. Prefer to be the only guide in Religion, but are blind to the
truth (v. 16-22)

17. Propagate those parts of religion from which they receive most
personal gain and honor (v. 16-22)

18. Strain at gnats and swallow camels - stress minor details and
omit the fundamentals of religion (v. 23-24)

19. Glory in bodily cleanliness, but live in moral filth (v. 25-26)

20. Exhibit outward religion and self-righteousness and ignore inward
holiness in life and conduct (v. 27-28)

21. Pretend to be more righteous than their forefathers (v. 29-33)

NUMBER 22

Twenty-two means LIGHT. There were twenty-two bowls to hold oil in
the candlestick in the Tabernacle. There were three branches on each
side of the shaft of the candlestick. Each branch had three bowis. In the
shaft were four. Six branches with three bowls each make eighteen, and
the shaft had four, making twenty-two.

In Acts 22:4-11, Paul was relating his experience on the Damascus road.
He told about the great light that shone from heaven. In this place the
name of Saul occurs the twenty-second time.
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In Num. 3:39, a total of 22,000 Levites were numbered to serve in the
Priestly work of the Tabernacle. They were to give and minister light to
the people. The number thousand means “Glory of our Lord” and twen-
ty-two is the number of light. Thus, the 22,000 Levites were to reveal to
the people the “Light of the Glory of the Lord.”

The word “light” is found 264 times in the Bible. Divide that number
by twelve (the number of Administration) and we have the number of
light. In other words, we are to administer the light of the World to the
hearts of people.

In the gospel of John the word “light” is used twenty-two times.

NUMBER 23
Twenty-three means DEATH. Rom. 1:28-32 list twenty-three things
that God said “they which commit such are worthy of death.”

Ten represents the LAW, and thirteen the DEPRAVED, REBELLIOUS
heart of man. (Sin through the law brings death: 10 + 13 = 23).

Rom. 7:9 - “1 was alive without the law (10) once, but when the com-
mandment (or law) came, sin (13) revived and I died (23).”

I Cor. 15:56 - “The sting of death (23) is sin (13), and the strength of sin
is the law (10).”

Rom. 1:32 - “Who know the judgment (11) of God (12 - the Divine
Judge), that they which commit such things are worthy of death (23).”

In studying the resurrection of I Cor. 15, Paul used the word “RESUR-
RECTION” four times, “RAISED” ten times, “RISEN” three times,
“RISE” four times, and “ROSE” twice. This is twenty-three showing
that the resurrection will bring the believer a new body which the old
body has been in the state of death (23).

In Gen. 19:24-25, there is the record of God raining fire and brimstone
on Sodom and Gomorrah. In verses 27 and 28, it is said that Abraham
got up early in the moming and looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah
and behold the smoke of those cities going up. This is the twenty-third
time the name of Abraham is found.
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The twenty-third time the name of Jacob is found, his mother tells him
that his brother Esau purposed to kill him (Gen. 27:42).

In Rev. 20:12 says, “I saw the dead, small and great stand before God;
and the books were opened.” This is the twenty-third time the word
“open” is found in Revelation.

NUMBER 24

Twenty-four speaks of THE PRIESTHOOD. In I Chron. 24:1-18, David
is said to distribute the priesthood among twenty-four of the descendants
of Aaron. After Nadab and Abihu died and left no children, Aaron had
two sons left, Eleazer and Ithamar. Among the sons of Eleazer there
were sixteen chief men, and of the sons of Ithamar there were eight chief
men. Sixteen stands for love and eight the New Birth. To rightly inter-
cede for others, one must have love toward God and must have love
toward those for whom he is interceding, and must be truly born again.

In Psalm 72 there are twenty-four things that the Messiah will do for His
people. Christ is our High Priest.

NUMBER 40
Forty speaks of TRIALS, TESTINGS, PROBATION. See below how
the number “forty” is connected to the testing and probation of Israel.

1. Forty years of probation by trail.
a. Israel in the wilderness (Deut. 8:2-5).
b. Israel from the crucifixion to the destruction of Jerusalem.
2.  Forty years of probation by prosperity in deliverance and rest.
a. Under Othniel (Judg. 3:11).
b. - Under Barak (Judg. 5:31).
c. Under Gideon (Judg. 8:28).
3.  Forty years of probation by prosperity in enlarged dominion.
a. Under David (I Sam. 5:4).
b. Under Solomon (I Kings 11:42).
c. Under Jereboam II (IT Kings 12:17-18, 13:3, §, 22, 25).
d. Under Joshua (II Kings 12:1).
e. Under Joash (Il Chron. 24:1).
4.  Forty years probation by humiliation and servitude.
a. Israel under the Philistines (Judg. 13:1).
b. Israel in the time of Eli (I Sam 4:18).
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c. Israel under Saul (Acts 13:21).
5.  Forty years probation by waiting.

a. Moses in Egypt (Acts 7:23).

b. Moses in Midian (Acts 7:30).

There are seven great periods of testings revealed in the Word of God.

1. Moses was in the mountain of Sinai forty days receiving the law
(Ex. 24:18). While he was gone, Israel failed the test (Ex.32:1).
Israel was tried forty years in the wilderness (Num. 14:34).
Forty days Elijah spent in Horeb after his experience on Mt.
Carmel (I Kings 19:8).

Forty days Jonah preached judgment would come to Ninevah
(Jonah 3:4).

Forty days Ezekiel laid on his right side to symbolize the forty
years of Judah’s transgression (Ezek. 4:6).

Jesus was tempted forty days and nights of the devil (Luke
4:1-2).

Forty days Jesus was seen of His disciples, speaking of the
things pertaining to the Kingdom of God (Acts 1:3).

N kW

NUMBER 50

Fifty represents the HOLY SPIRIT. The Holy Spirit was poured out on
the day of Pentecost, which was fifty days after the resurrection of
Christ. Jesus said the Holy Spirit would not come until He returned to
the Father to act as our High Priest, and as He placed His Blood (30) on
the altar for the atonement (20) for our sins, the Holy Spirit (50) would
come to bring comfort to the believer.

NUMBER 70

Seventyspeaks of ISRAEL AND HER RESTORATION. The number of
descendants of Shem, Ham and Japheth, who populated the earth after
the flood were seventy (Gen. 10).

Seventy persons of Israel’s seed came down into Egypt at Joseph’s
request (Gen. 46:27, Ex. 1:5). Joseph was of the house of Jacob, and
came into Egypt from Canaan. Adding him, his two sons and Jacob his
father to the sixty-six out of Jacob’s loins (Gen. 46:26, 27) accounts for
the seventy of the house of Jacob. God used this group to form the
Nation Israel.
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For seventy years Israel lived in exile arid then was restored unto her
land (Jer. 25:11; 29:10).

NUMBER 100

One hundred represents GOD’S ELECTION OF GRACE - CHILDREN
OF PROMISE. Isaac, a child of promise, was born when his father was
100 years old (Gen. 21:5).

The number 100 is connected with Isaac’s sowing and. reaping, and
God’s blessing (Gen. 26:12).

Jesus likens those whom He would save unto a Hundred sheep gathered
into a fold (Matt. 18:11-12).

There were 100 sockets of silver in the Tabernacle, which were made of
100 talents of silver. Silver was the money given in Redemption (Ex.
30:12-14). Therefore this symbolizes God’s election of Grace
(Redemption).

NUMBER 144

One hundred forty-four is THE SPIRIT GUIDED LIFE. This number is
the square of twelve, and is naturally associated with Governmental
Perfects.

In Rev. Chapter 7, 144,000 were “sealed” by the Holy Spirit of God
before God’s judgments fall on earth. This is the number that by the
power of the Holy Spirit are kept through the time of trouble.

The children of Israel remained in Egypt 144 years after Joseph’s death,
and they marched out a free people under the guidance of the Pillar of
Fire (a symbol of the presence of God’s Spirit).

When Israel was established in the Promised Land, David forms a tem-

ple choir (I Chron. 25:7) that consisted of 288 (twice 144), typifying true
Spirit-filled praise.
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DANIEL’S SEVENTY WEEKS

DEFINITION: The Seventy weeks of Daniel (or as literally stated
in the Hebrew text, “seventy sevens”) refer to the time of Jerusalem’s des-
olation under Gentile rule (Dan. 9:2, 12, 16). God revealed to Daniel in
answer to prayer that the 70 years of Babylonian Captivity as prophesied by
Jeremiah would be extended to “seventy sevens”. These “seventy sevens”
of years refer to the “Times of the Gentiles” that are determined upon
Daniel’s people. The reference to Daniel’s Seventy Weeks is found in Dan.
9:24-27.

BEGINNING OF THE SEVENTY WEEKS: The beginning of the
“seventy sevens” was revealed to Daniel (9:25) as being the time of the
command or decree to rebuild and to restore the city of Jerusalem (Neh.
1:1-14; 2:1-8). The decree was given in the last of the month Nisan in the
20th year of the reign of Artaxerxes (445 B.C. Neh. 2:1). Other decrees are
mentioned in the book of Ezra, but they refer to the rebuilding of the tem-
ple and not the city. History places the accession of Artaxerxes at 465 B.C.,
making his twentieth year 445 B.C. The first of Nisan (Neh. 2:1) is March
1,445 B.C.

DIVISION OF THE SEVENTY WEEKS: The beginning of the
“seventy sevens” are divided into three sections, namely 7, 62, and 1. The
first section of seven sevens and the second section of sixty-two sevens (69
sevens when taken together) end with Messiah’s being cut off. The third
and last section consisting of only one seven marks a covenant confirmed
but broken in the middle of the seven. At the conclusion of the entire sev-
enty-sevens the vision and the prophecy will be fulfilled and everlasting
righteousness will be brought in.

END OF THE SIXTY-NINTH SEVEN: The end of the 69th seven
marks the cutting off of the Messiah (9:26). This date has been determined
by Theologians as approximately April 6, 32 A.D. and is based on Luke 3:1.
The public ministry of Jesus Christ began in the 15th year of Tiberias
Caesar who began the first year of his reign in 14 A.D. according to the date
given by history. From 445 B.C. to 32 A.D. is 476 years, counting B.C. 1
and A.D. 1 as one year. These 476 years mark the duration of the 69 weeks
beginning with the decree of Araxerxes in 445 B.C. to rebuild Jerusalem up
to the time when Jesus Christ is cut off in A.D. 32. From this it becomes
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evident that each seven is equal to one seven-year period.

In order to demonstrate the accuracy of these figures and to demonstrate the
accuracy of Bible prophecy, attention has been called to the fact that
Biblical years are made up of 360 days per year instead of 365. This can
be seen in the duration of the flood mentioned as being five months in Gen.
7:11 and 8:14, while the same period of time is spoken of as being 150 days
in Gen. 7:24 and 8:3. Also, in the book of Revelation, 42 months are iden-
tified with 1260 days in Rev. 13:4-7, and Rev. 12:6, 13-14. By muitiplying
60x7x360, the figure of 173,888 days is obtained for the duration of the 69
weelss. The same number of days may be arrived at 365 days per year
basis. Multiplying 476x365 would result in 173,740 days for the 69 sev-
ens. To this would be necessary to add 116 extra days for leap years and
leap centuries, also 24 days from March 14 to April 6, making a grand total
of 173,880 days.

THE SEVENTIETH WEEK: The mention of the 70th week of
Daniel after the cutting off of the Messiah has given place to the following
interpretation. (One must remember that the church age is NOWHERE
mentioned in prophecy). The 70th week is still future. This seems clear
from the mention of the abomination of desolation (Dan. 9:26), which
Christ identified with the end of time and His second coming (Matt. 24:15,
21, 29-30). This also leaves room for the destruction of the city of
Jerusalem (Dan. 9:26) which did not take place until 70 A.D. Also, the
length of the “time of the end” or the second half of the 70th week is in
exact harmony with the time dimensions of the future time of trouble
described in the book of Revelation (compare Dan. 12:7 with Rev. 12:14
and Rev. 13:5). The 70th week will begin with the great world political
leader of the end time making a covenant with Daniel’s people, Israel. That
the covenant many involve the “daily sacrifice” may be inferred from its
mention when the covenant is broken in the middle of the time. The break-
ing of the covenant in the middle of the time and the creation of the abom-
ination of desolation will mark the beginning of the time of the erd, a time
of great and unparalleled tribulation in world history just before the battle
of Armageddon and the setting up of the Millennial reign of Jesus Christ.
The close of the 70th week will mark the introduction of the blessings men-
tioned in Dan. 9:24,
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1. He wrote down on parchment the Word of God.
2. Jesus’ words as He spoke to John.
3. The eye-wimessing of what he wrote about.

1:3
This is the only book that promises a blessing to the reader. Look at what
the blessing is contingent upon:
1. Those thatread —
2. With the intention of hearing what he reads —
3. And with the intention of keeping (retaining as truth) the things
heard.

There are seven “beatitudes” in Revelation:
The Blessed Challenge (1:3)

The Blessed Comfort (14:13)

The Blessed Cautiousness (16:15)
The Blessed Calling (19:9)

The Blessed Conquest (20:6)

The Blessed Cherishing (22:7)
The Blessed Conformity (22:14)

Nownkwhe

“Prophecy” used seven times in Revelation.

“The time is at hand” — “Time (kairos = proper time! occasion) = Space
of time or chronology!” 1t has no limits such as “short” or “long” When
John wrote Revelation, the church age had already come. John was saying
the contents of Revelation were the next things to come to pass inchrono-
logical order of God’s plan, regardless of when it came.

1:4
“To the seven churches” - There were other churches not mentioned here
(Colossae-Col. 1:2) (Troas - II Cor. 2:12) (Miletus - Acts 20:17) (Hierapolis
- Col. 4:12). Why did John single out seven churches?

1. These churches are centers of seven political districts.

2. These churches are representative of typical churches jown

through the centuries until the church shall be removed.
3. There are only seven basic types of churches in every
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generation until Jesus comes. These letters are measuring-lines
by which all churches can measure themselves in the light of
the Lord Jesus.

“From Him which is” - Referring to God (Ex. 3:14 - The “self existing
one”). The statement in Greek is: “From He which is.”” In Greek as in
English, when a noun is governed by a preposition it changes its case. But
John refuses to change it. Why? John was showing such immense rever-
ence for God that he refuses to alter the name for God, even whenthe rules
of grammar demand alteration. Literally, “from the He is; from the He was;
and from the He is for all time to come.”

“The seven spirits™ = Refers to sevenfold virtues of the Holy Spirit (Isa. 11:2).

1:5
Verses 4 & 5 of Revelation call those who do not believe in the Trinity a liar!

In verse 5 our Lord is called “the faithful witness,” reminding us of his
earthly life. The word “witness” comes from the Greek word “martus’™
which means martyr.

“The first begotten from the dead” refers to His resurrection (I Car. 15:20-
23). “First begotten™ refers to supremacy or pre-eminent dignity and not to
time or chronological sequence (Psa. 89:27).

As the “prince of the kings of the earth,” Christ has the power to reign and
rule.

There are three major things Jesus had done for us.

I. He loved us (Eph. 3:17-19) - Present tense—continuous.

2. He washed us from our sin in His own blood.
WASH (louein) = “To loose or release.” Aorist tense - An act
completed and finished in the past-not have been done again.

3. He made us kings and priests unto God (I Pet. 2:9).
We will reign in Christ’s kingdom (Dan. 7:13-14, Luke
1:32-33) and we shall serve Christ as a priest - giving us total
access to God.
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1:7

The Second Advent of Jesus is a vital part of our Christian testimony. But,
it is essential to distinguish between the two distinctive parts into which the
Coming divides.

1. There are many scriptures that refer to the coming of the Lord
for His saints: John 14:3; Phil. 3:20; I Thes. 4:15-17; 1 Cor.
15:23. This is the Rapture.
2. There is another set of scriptures that teach that Jesus will
come with the saints (Jude 14; Zech. 14:5; Col. 34, Rev.
19:11_14). These are references to the glorious appearing of
our Lord who comes back to the earth after the Tribulation to
break the manifested power of evil on earth. Rev. 1:7 refers to
this coming with the saints.
Dan. 7:1-14 has a vision of four beastial powers who held the worldin their
grip. But, in Dan. 7:13-14 the day of these beastial and savage empires was
over, and the power was given to “one like the son of man.”

“Every eye shall see Him” must be accepted literally. There is one class
singled out from the mass of mankind, namely, “they that pierced Him.”
John is quoting Zech. 12:10. There will come a day when all who have
“crucified Christ” and refused to trust Him as Savior will find Him as Judge
and will fall in worship before Him - but too late.

“Even So, amen” - (nai-amen) - “Yes indeed, so let it be.”

1:8

The announcement of these divine titles forms a fitting conclusion to the
introduction. Here God is announcing His own titles through Christ. He is
the eternal “I am,” a verb indicating “being” but not “becoming.” Christ
was before time began; He is now; and He will be when time ends.

1:9

Here John introduces himself. John gives his right to speak as “one who
has been a companion in trouble.” John puts three words together here:
tribulation, kingdom, patience.
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Tribulation (thlipsis) - Not word for Great Tribulation. It means
literally: “The pressure of a rock.” John is referring to
persecution already befallen the believers (II Tim. 3:12).

Kingdom (Basileia) - Referring to the present state of the kingdom
(John 3:3). This is not the millennial leingdom.

Patience (hupomore) - “Steadfast endurance.” This all-conquering
endurance is the one thing that can turn affliction into glory. This
is done by Jesus Christ and not in our own energy.

Patmos is a barren rocky little island about ten miles long by five miles
wide. It is about 800 feet high and barren of wees. It lies forty miles off
the coast of Asia Minor. Paul was banished to the island as a common form
of Roman punishment.

He was banished because of “the Word of God and for the testimony of
Jesus Christ.”

1:10

“In the Spirit” - John was controlled by an absolute subservience to the
Spirit. He found himself in another state of being (Ezek. 3:12). The voice
John heard was like the sound of a trumpet. This language is woven into
the New Testament (Matt. 24:31; I Cor. 15:42; I Thes. 4:16).

The entire content of his book of Revelation was communicated in a vision
“on the Lord’s Day.” This is a reference to the first day of the week (Lev.
23:15 - Acts 2).

1:11

Here the Lord commands to “write in a book™ the things John is about to
see. The order of listing the churches is no accident since it represents the
seven divisions of Church History from Christ until the present.

1:12
John tumed to identify whose voice it was that was talking to him. When
he turned, he saw “seven golden candlesticks.”
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Candlesticks (luchnia) - Better translated “lampstands.” A candle con-
sumes itself while buming and a lamp burns from oil that feeds the wick.
Qil is symbolic of the Holy Spirit. He is not referring to the “light” but the
“holders of the light” These are seven different lampstands standing on
their own base, referring to the independent assemblies of churches.

Christ does for the church today what Aaron did for the lamps in the
Tabernacle (Ex. 3:7-8; 37:23; 40:25).

1:13

Christ is pictured standing in the midst of the “lampstands” (churches).
That’s where He wants to be. Everything should revolve around Christ
(Dan. 7:13). “The son of man” refers to Jesus Christ.

The word “garment” is “robe” (poderas) which means, “reaching down to
the feet.” There are three pictures given in the Bible concerning this robe:

1. The Old Testament uses this word to describe the robe of the
High Priest (Ex. 28:4; 29:5; Lev. 16:4). At present Jesus is
carrying on His priestly work as our high priest in the presence
of God.

2. This robe was also the attire of princes and kings (I Sam.
18:24;24:5, 12; Ezek. 26:16). Jesus is wearing the robe of
royalty. He is now king.

3. This is also the dress of the Messenger of God (Dan. 10:5).
Here Jesus is shown as the supreme Messenger of God.

Here we see Jesus girt about the breast (not the loins, as usual) witha gold-
en girdle. Gold here sets forth divine righteousness. Girt about the breast
indicates divine judgment. The angels of judgment in Rev. 15:6 wore the
same kind of garment.

1:14
The next three verses give a series of descriptions of the Risen Christ.

“His head and His hair” - white like wool and snow (Dan. 7:9). Speaks of
two things:
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1. It stands for the great age, thus illustrating the eternal existence
of Jesus.
2. It stands for divine purity.

“His eyes as a flame of fire” (Dan. 10:6). This speaks of His omniscience
- his “all-seeing” - “all-lmowing.”

1:15
“His feet were like fine Brass.” This stands for strength and the immovable
steadfassness of God.

“His voice as the sound of many waters” (Ezek. 43:2). This is the voice of
judgment and power and authority (Matt. 25:41; Jer. 25:30).

1:16

“In His right hand seven stars.” We are told in verse 20 that the seven stars
represent the “Angels of the seven churches.” The “right hand” betokens
supreme authority and power and honor (Psa. 110:1; Eph. 1:20; Rev. 5:1,
7). “Out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword.” This represents the
penetrating quality of the Word of God (Heb. 4:12; I Sam. 49:2). The Battle
of Armageddon will be won by a Word (Rev. 19:15).

“His Countenance was as the sun shineth in His strength.” (Matt. 17:2).
This represents the glowing glory of Jesus Christ (Judg. 5:4).

1:17

The effect of the glorious vision of Christ was overpowering. To be in His
presence is always overpowering (Isa. 6:1-7; Ezek. 1:28; Dan. 8:17-18; 10:
7-10). The Lord also put His “Hand of Power” on the Lord.

1:18

The great truth of the death and resurrection is here confirrned by Jesus
Christ. How glorious it is to know that Jesus Christ has the power over the
grave because of His own overcoming death. Jesus Christ also has the keys
to hell. Really, He is the key.
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1:19
This passage gives the key to Revelation. This is the only book in the Bible
where the outline is recorded by the Lord.

1. “The things which thou has seen.” This is Rev. 1:12-16 (see
verses 12 and 17).

2. “The things which are.” Rev. chapters 2 and 3. the Seven
Churches.

3. “The things which shall be hereafter.” (Literally - Meta - tauta)
“After these things” immediately proceeding. Actually saying
“the things which shall be after the church periods ends.”
Rev. Chapters 4-22.

1:20

“Angels” can be better translated “Ministers of Christ.” This represents any
person of $piritual leadership whom God sets in the Church as the leading
minister. Christ Himself is the authority and head of the church. It is the
business of the minister to “shine as stars” and keep in his appointed

course!
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and rebuked.

4. The Call is heard. A call to repentance, to return to the true
faith and to faithful service and consistent living above all
worldliness.

5. The Characteristics are mentioned. That which is peculiar to
each church is revealed.

6. The Crown is offered or the reward for those who will heed the
promptings of the Spirit and hold fast and be faithful to the
Christ.

7. The Comprehension is revealed, by this we mean each church
points to a certain period of time in the history of this age.

1. EPHESUS: THE BACKSLIDDEN CHURCH. (Rev.2:1-7)
The Apostolic Church - 30 A.D.-100 A.D.
Ephesus was the chief city of the province of Asia. It was both the religious
and commercial center of the area at that time. There are five things about
the city of Ephesus we should note:

1. Tt had a large artificial harbor that could accommodate the

largest ships of the world.

It was a political free city.

It was the center of the worship of Diana of the Ephesians.

It was a center of pagan superstition.

. It was a city of mixed population.

2:1 THE OBSERVER

“Angel” should read “messenger,” or the leader of the church. “Ephesus”
means “desired ones.” This was the most desirable church of the church
age. The most fervent days of evangelism characterized the ministry of this
church. Now we have two descriptions of the Lord: First He is “He who
holds the seven stars in His right hand.”

hos W

“HOLD” (kratein) = “To have complete control over that which is held.”
The stars are the Church’s light bearers — they derive their light from Him,
subject to His power and sustained by Him. (I would not want to be a pas-
tor if I did not have this assurance.)

SECOND: “He walks in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks.” The
candlesticks or lampstands are the churches. This tells of Christ’s unwea-
ried activity in the midst of His churches.
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2:2-3 THE OCCUPATION

No good thing is overlooked by the Lord. There are six things He acknowl-
edges in the church of Ephesus: work, labor, patience, discipline, bearing
of burdens, and courage in activity.

“I KNOW” - God’s absolute knowledge of ALL.

“LABOR?” (kopos) - Stronger word than “work.” - “To work to the point of
exhaustion in mind, strength, time and treasure.”

“PATIENCE” (hupomone) - “Courage that accepts suffering and hardships
and loss and turns them into grace and glory” (II Pet. 1:5-6, James 1:2-4).

“CANST NOT BEAR THE EVIL ONES” - This shows discipline. If a
member was living in double life, he was not tolerated. This church was
more interested in quality of members than quantity.

“TRIED—AND FOUND LIARS.” They also disciplined the pulpit. They
would not bear those who were pretenders. They were to be tested as to
their validity.

“HAST BOURN—HAST NOT FAINTED.” Here was a church that also
was willing to bear reproach for Christ’s sake. They were not ashamed of
Christ’s cause or of Christ. It was a virile, vital, vigorous church. There
was never a thought of giving up.

2:4 THE OFFENSE
In all their zeal for orthodoxy, something had gone wrong. They had left
their first love.

What is “First Love?” It is simply “Loving Jesus first.” The man who
allows his first fervent love for His Savior to grow lukewarm is a backslid-
er. And, it isn’t just “a word of mouth.” Do we love Jesus first? Before
T.V. on Sunday night etc. What is our first love? (What about a couple at
their wedding day?)
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2:5 The Obligation
The Lord gives three steps that must be followed if they are to return to a
right relationship with Him.

1. “Remember” - Call to mind these early days when the first
named fruit of the Spirit flooded your soul (Rom. 5:5,
Gal. 5:22).

2. “Repent” - Repentance is the admission that the fault is ours,
and the experience of a Godly sorrow that it is s0.”

3. “Return” - No man has truly repented when he continues to do
the same thing over and over again.

Then He gives a warning - “I will remove thy candlestick out of his place.”
Their testimony would be taken from them. (The church in Ephesus has
been gone for centuries).

2:6 THE ORTHODOXY

Here we meet a heresy the Lord says He hates, and He praises Ephesus for
also hating this heresy. This was “the deeds of the Nicolaitanes” This
heresy was coming from within the church - “This thou hast.”

These Nicolaitanes doctrine was basically threefold:

1. The law is ended; therefore, there are no laws or rules and
regulations, and we are entitled to do what we like (see
Gal. 5:13).

2. They argued that the body is evil anyway, and that the spirit
alone is good. Therefore, a man could do what he liked with
his body because the body didn’t matter.

3. They argued that the Christian was so defended by grace that
he could go anywhere and do anything and take no harm.

2:7 THE OVERCOMER
Here Christ is trying to alert the dull of ears (Matt. 11:15).

Who is the overcomer? The truly born again - one who has been redeemed
through faith in Christ. Jesus is the overcomer, and we are overcomers by
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virtue of our position in Him (John 16:33; I John 5:4-5). The day we trust-
ed the Lord is the day we became an overcomer (I John 4:4)! We are
already overcomers, but so many won’t take what’s theirs.

“The Tree of Life.” To the overcomer is promised by the Lord, they shall
have the privilege of “eating of the fruits” of the Tree of Life (Rev. 22:2).
This means we will have perfect health and a perfect life forever.

II. SMYRNA: “THE COMMENDED CHURCH”
Of all the cities of Asia, Smyma was the loveliest. It was located north of
Ephesus about 50 miles on the Aegean Sea. Smyma was one of the few
planned cities in the world. In 600 B.C. the Lydians destroyed the city.
About 200 B.C. Lysimachus rebuilt Smyrna as a planned city.

Here we have an interesting thing which shows the real significance of the
inspiration of Scripture. The Living Lord is called “He who was dead and
is alive again.” This phrase was an echo of the experience of Smyma itself.

Smyma represents the Persecuted Church of church history from 100 A.D.
to 312 A.D.

The word “Smyma” is the Greek word “SMYRNA”. 1t is the word from
which we get our word “myrrh”, and means “bitter”. Myrrh only gives out
its fragrance when its leaves are crushed, so the sweet fragrance ascended
to God during this period.

There is not one word of censure in this letter to Smyma. It is all praise.

2:8 THE CONQUERING CHRIST
Jesus wanted this poverty-stricken, suffering church to lnow that, regard-

less of what was happening, He was still on the scene and must be still first
in their lives. His authority rested upon His death and resurrection—"Dead
and alive”.

2:9 THE CRUSHING CONDITIONS

Here is trilogy that produced deep spirituality.

TRIBULATION (thlipsis) — “A grinding, heavy millstone that grinds
wheat into flour by its weight”. Here it is the pressure of persecution, sor-
row and death.
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POVERTY — There are two words in Greek for poverty:
1. “Penia” - A man who works for a living and barely makes it™.
2. “Ptocheia” - “Absolute and utter destitution-beggary”.

The second word is the one used here. But, they were rich in salvation, in
their knowledge of God, in their faith, in their fellowship one with another,
and in their heavenly communion with God. Richis “Plousios” from which
we get our word “PLUTOCRAT”. We are God’s “plutocrats”.

“BLASPHEMY” here means “slander”. These slanderous liars are said to
be really “satan-worshippers™ - or from the very headquarters of the devil.

2:10A THE COURAGE IN CONFLICT
Jesus said to themn “Fear none of these things”. The Christian must ever
look beyond grief to glory.

We are told that some of them would be cast into prison by the devil’s influ-
ence that they might be tried. (satan in behind all trouble today—although
God may penmit it.)

“Ten Days” - Why is this expression given? Ten is the earthly number for
“testimony”. The world will do everything possible to destroy the testimo-
ny of the saints. The real significance is that the Lord was telling them that
it would cost them something to be a Christian.

2:10B THE CRUSADER’S CROWN
This is an admonishment to faithfulness in martyrdom for the saints. It is
‘“unto death” not “until death”. They were not to recant in the fore of a
martyr’s death. “FAITHFUL” — “To be convinced”. Rev. 1:5 says Jesus
is the “faithful MARTUS (witness) or martyr. What Jesus was saying was
not “keep your chin up” or “keep smiling” or “the power of positive think-
ing”, but to be “convinced” of Him and let Him be their strength and
courage.
“A Crown of Life” (James 1:12). CROWN is “STEPHANOS”. There are
two words for “crown” in Greek.

1. DIADEMA: A Royal Crown

2. STEPHANOS: “A Victor’s Crown”
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Here it is the crown of joy and victory offered to the faithful witness. There
are five crowns mentioned in the New Testament:
1. The Incorruptible Crown (I Cor. 9:25) given to the one who
faithfully runs the race of life.
2. The Crown of Rejoicing (I Thes. 2:19) given to the sou! winner.
3. The Crown of Righteousness (Il Tim. 4:8) given to those who
love His appearing and who have a holy walk on earth. .
4. The Crown of Glory (I Pet. 5:4) for the shepherd (pastor) who
faithfully teaches the Word.
5. The Crown of Life (Rev, 2:10; Fames 1:12) for those who
suffer for Christ.

2:11 THE COMFORTING CONVERSATION

“He that hath an ear” — brings it to individual responsibility of the believ-
er to HEAR (to listen with an attitude to respond). The “overcomer” is the
true believer as we have already seen. “The Second Death” is something
the Christian can have no part in Rev. 20:6. The “first death” is the separa-
tion of spirit and body (James 2:26).

IIIPERGAMOS: “Dwelling where satan’s throng is.
Represents 312-606 A.D.
Satan found that he could not destroy the church by making martyrs of men.
That but increased their loyalty to Christ. So now he tries a new tactic, that
of introducing the world into the church.

Pergamos was located about sixty miles northeast of Smyma. At this ime
Pergamos was called “the most famous city” in the world. It was a center
of culture. Pergamos had a library that contained no fewer than 200,000
parchment rolls. It was in Pergamos that parchment was invented.
Parchment was made from the skins of beasts, tanned, smoothed and pol-
ished and prepared for writing.

Pergamos was also a great center of heathen religions. It had a shrine erect-
ed to the god of Zeus. It was built in front of the Temple of Atheae which
stood 800 feet up on Pergamum’s conical hill. It was forty feet high and it
stood on a projecting ledge of a rock. It looked exactly like a great throne
on the hillside and all day every day it smoked with the smoke of sacrifices
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offered to Zeus. It has been suggested that the great altar was “satan’s seat.”

Pergamos was also famous for its Temple to Aesculopius. He was the god
of healing, who was worshipped under the symbol of a serpent. Here was
located one of the greatest medical schools in the world.

The etymology of the word “Pergamos” is “marriage.” Constantine, when
he became emperor of Rome in 312 A.D., by imperial decree, lifted the ban
against Christians. He declared that the religion of the Roman Empire must
be Christianity, and compelled all the armies to be baptized; thereby unit-
ing (marrying) church and state.

2:12 THE SOVEREIGN WITH THE SWORD

This salutation speaks of judgment by the Word of God. Pergamos was
catering to wicked men and would have to face the sword of the Word
which proceedeth out of the mouth of Him who dictated this letter (Heb.
4:12).

2:13 THE SERVICE AND THE SUFFERING

The church was in a difficult position. The Christians in Pergamos are liv-
ing in the very headquarters of satan. During this period the doctrine of
Arius came into the church. It is known today as Unitarianism. Arius
preached that Christ was not the eternal Son of God. He declared that he
was merely another created being. His creed is what “Jehovah’s Witnesses™
and other cults teach. But this church remained true to the Deity of Christ.

These people were faithful to the name of Jesus to the point that Antipas
was martyred because of his stand. Jesus gives Antipas a title that He had
(Rev. 1:5) - “Witness” is “Martus” which means martyr.

2:14-15 THE STUMBLING AND THE SIN
In spite of the fidelity of the Church at Pergamos, there is error there. The
church had tolerated those in their midst who were Balaamites and

Nicolaitanes.

The history of Balaam is given in Num. 22-25. He was an hireling prophet
used by a wicked king. Read his nauseating story in Numbers 22-25. The
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“stumbling block before Israel” was the offering of the hospitality of his
kingdom to Israel in which Israel became mixed up with heathenism. The
“eating of things sacrificed unto idols” was a cheapening of sacred things.
“Fornication” had a twofold meaning: (1) Spiritual fornication and (2) lit-
eral fornication as an act of worship.

In the church at Ephesus, the “deeds of the Nicolaitanes” are mentioned.
Here the “doctrine of the Nicolaitanes” is mentioned. It was between A.D.
400-600 that the “deeds” became “doctrines.” Nicolaitanism is the doc-
trine of a strong ecclesiastical hierarchy (clergy) ruling over ‘the laity. Note
that the Lord “hates” this. A partial list of changes that took place in the
church under Nicolaitaniam follows:

320 A.D. - Prayers for the dead.

375 A.D. - Worship of saints and angels.

394 A.D. - Mass was first instituted.

416 A.D. - Baptism by sprinkling introduced.

431 A.D. - Worship of Mary begun.

500 A.D. - Priests began dressing different from laymen.
519 A.D. - Easter and lent observances introduced.

593 A.D. - The doctrine of purgatory introduced.

600 A.D. - Worship services conducted in Latin.

2:16 THE SAFETY AND THE SEVERE SENTENCE

Repent (metano-eson) - “Change your mind.” The “coming quickly” is a
lack of hesitation to punish the church for permitting such in its midst. He
here refers to the judging power of His Word. His wrath to “fight against
them” is directed against those who were deceiving the church. The Lord’s
wrath is always hottest against those who lead others astray.

2:17A THE STATEMENT OF THE SPIRIT

Here again the Lord commands His people to give heed to the voice of the
Spirit. It is the duty of the Holy Spirit in the churches to magnify and glo-
rify Jesus. If we will hear and heed the voice of the Spirit, blessings will
follow.
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